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Center News
New school year
We are very excited to start off a new school year at Radiant! With the start of the new school
year, we have to say goodbye to some of our friends and teachers, but we also get to greet new
friends and teachers to our Radiant family! We have several friends who are going to start their
journey in Kindergarten and we couldn’t be more proud of everything they have learned and how
much they have grown during their time at Radiant. We also have a few teachers who are starting
their adventures in college this fall and we wish them all the best! You will likely still see them
from time to time when they are home from school for the holidays!  With teachers going off
to college and some teachers switching to part time while they are attending classes, we are
excited to have some new staff joining our school. Over the next few weeks you will likely see
many new faces at Radiant, so please take a moment to introduce yourself!

Preschool field trip
On Thursday September 20th our Preschool classes will be going to Deer Lake Orchard to learn
all about apples and how the Orchard operates. The children will get a chance to go on a tractor
ride through the orchard, see how the apple sorter works, and pick apples. We will be leaving
Radiant at 8:40am and returning at 1:00pm. Permission slips will be emailed out shortly.

Extra-curricular Activities
We have new sessions of Soccer Shots and Kids’ Yoga starting in the fall. We also have
Dancercise class available year-round for a monthly fee. Information for all 3 classes is
available in the lobby in the Parent Information Center.

Update forms
As we start off a new school year, please make sure we have all your current information and
updated forms. The state requires us to have an updated health care summary at the time of
enrollment, one year old, two years old, and when the child moves to preschool. When you take
your child in for a well child check-up, you can just ask them to print you a second copy of the
visit summary for their file at school. This is also a good time to make sure that we have
current phone numbers, address, and authorized pick-up/emergency contact info. You
can update your phone numbers and address by going to www.myprocare.com
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Children’s House One
“Education is a natural process carried out by the human individual, and is
acquired not by listening to words, but by experiences in the environment”.
Maria Montessori
Dear Casa One Parents, I am so happy to welcome you to the 20182019 school year! Although our summer program includes a regular work
cycle, it is a refreshing to have the milestone of fall bringing a new beginning
& school year.
First of all, welcome to our new student Jack to Casa One. And I want
to acknowledge appreciate you as parents of both new and current students
for choosing Radiant! We are all here for one reason and that is to give your child the very best environment, guidance,
and care. To ensure, your child can reach his or her fullest potential. So again, welcome to a new school year here at
Radiant Montessori!
Over the month of August we have paid special attention to learning
about the importance of science, literature, respect for nature and animals,
good-health and nutrition habits, along with our final focus on
careers. Some highlights of our August: For arts week we enjoyed many of
our favorite stories, went to a pirate play at the Old Log Theatre. Enjoyed
music performances on the keyboard, harp, & guitar by Ms. Wenda, Ms.
Matilda, & Mr. Steven. We learned about famous painters & enjoyed
creating realistic vs abstract art. Experiencing square dancing, interpretive, &
ballet dancing along with Ms. Marie. For our animal theme week we made
masks and had an animal parade after a wonderful visit to the zoo. Radzoo
was a fun way to experience our week of reptiles’ vs amphibians, and end
with an all school barbeque picnic. Last, I want to thank all of the parents for coming to career week. It was a chance for
parents to spend time here in Casa One with our students and offer a presentation on their career, ultimately
sparking our students’ curiosity and building a stronger connection between school and home-life. Children also have a
self-esteem boost when their parents show pride in their careers and their child during these presentations. Lastly, I am
sending out our appreciation to parent volunteers for helping out at all of
our field trips over the summer! Thank you!
September will have an overall focus of going back to the basics in regards to
maintaining a three hour work cycle, offering uninterrupted learning so our
students can gain higher levels of focus, & helping our students understand
abstract concepts by presenting concrete materials.
With summer coming to an end, we anticipate an exciting school year ahead
as we collectively strive to foster a culture of learning. On behalf of the staff here
in Casa One, we are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to
ensure our children can achieve their highest potential. We recognize that in
order to be successful in school, our children need support from both the home and school in a strong partnership.
Please do not hesitate to email me at wenda@radiant-montessori.com
-

Ms. Wenda, Ms. Marie, and Ms. Mathilda
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Children’s House Two
We would like to welcome our new and returning students to the 2018-2019 school year. The first couple of weeks will
be a window opener for the new students “learning” their routine and what is expected of them and the returning
students “remembering” their routine.
As a Montessori Guide, I know Normalization depends on trust. When the kids start to trust their environment and
surroundings, they are able to adapt and accept the classroom rules and routines. The Montessori classroom allows
children to develop a special trust – in their own abilities, in their teachers, in their friends. The children have freedom to
choose their own work. The ‘control of error’ is built into each work to allow children to spot their own mistakes and
learn independently. Children gain confidence and pride due to the way the activities are set up. They are created in an
orderly, inviting way and contain all that is required to complete the task. Kids develop confidence through finding
success in such a wide variety of works. Normalization also links with concentration. Most
Montessori works can be repeated. The children develop deep concentration and attention to detail. When children
freely choose their work, concentrate, and are working blissfully as members of a respectful, peaceful community, then
you can honestly say that the class is normalized. When I compare my knowledge of traditional daycare and Montessori,
it is so amazing to see the kids’ rapid normalization in the Montessori environment.
As a parent you can help your child’s normalization by: Driving the same route to school every day
(“We’re getting close to your school... I see the tall tree.”), Arriving on time (class starts at 8.30am),
Saying good bye at the same place (“Let’s have our big hug at the door!”), getting involved in operations at home (with
chores, sweeping, folding, setting the table, placing cutlery, etc.) and routine.
We finished up the summer talking about different jobs people do in our society. We have great expectations for our
future careers. I bet these children can do anything they put their minds to.
Going into September we will visit all beginning lessons such as carrying a tray, rolling and unrolling a mat, how to clean
a spill, using tissues, getting a teacher’s attention, using a book carefully, using our materials carefully and learning the
classroom routine, etc. We will give lessons on introduction to our globe, discuss a year, a month and seasons. This is a
great time of year to talk about photosynthesis and the changing of the leaf colors. We will of course continue with our
regular lessons with numbers, sounds, and writing lessons. We look forward to a wonderful start to our school year.
We will be studying the life cycle of the apple. We will cut open apples, taste them, and examine all its parts. We will
also be exploring the concept of “living and non-living,” which includes learning simple criteria for what makes someone
or something living or non-living.
Please feel free to email me at bawani@radiant-montessori.com, or write a note on the book if you have any questions
or concerns. Look forward to another successful school year!
Sincerely, Ms. Bawani, Ms. Julie, and Ms. Regina

Radiant Montessori Newsletter

September 2018

Children’s House Three
Happy autumn to all CH3 families!
Cool breeze in the morning reminds us of the
advent of a new season. Along with the
season change, our classroom also prepares
for newness with new materials and mind.
During the summer program, reflecting
events and learning in August, our awesome
community of learners at CH3 acquired such
a precious love of learning and exhibited
respectful exemplary characteristics of care
toward friends, materials, nature, and
themselves. With the themes of August, the children explored and learned
about dinosaurs, animals, bugs and reptiles through the field trip to Como
zoo, books, researches, RADZOO visit, and story-sharing.
The field trip to Como zoo was a fantastic day seeing many living creatures. Their experience and learning not only
provided vivid knowledge about living creatures but also the reverence toward living creatures, which was a crucial goal
of education - to build an attitude, relationship, and sense of value to living creatures regardless of different shape,
biome, size, and so on. And the children also learned about how to classify animals into 5 classifications through
teachings: mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and fishes. This “biological research activity” gave them an initial taste
of botanical ecology.
By listening to book readers and researches, the children also learned about the scientific mind to have curiosity, collect
and connect clues to find the answers, and make a conclusion logically with the clues. This scientific method brought
them to their “mathematical mind” with scientific thinking, accurate measure, logical reasoning, building an ability to
cope with a problematic situations, and how to utilize methods to solve a problem independently.
We are so happy to have new friends, Harper (2 ½ yrs), Lincoln (4 ½ years), Colin (3 ½ years), and Alexander (3 ½ years)
and a group of birthday children; Morgan, Isley, Mehak, and Cooper.
Some kindergarten goers expanded their horizons utilizing the
Montessori math and language materials to sharpen skills such as 4degit addition, writing the journal, and reading books. We will miss
graduates from Kindergarten program, Mehak, Cooper, Charlie, Isley,
and Valerie.
We will start our fall curriculum with some preliminary concepts such as
Living vs Non-living, Plant vs Animal, Animal Coverings, Land, Water, Air,
5 Senses, The Globe, and International Day of Peace. We will have some
new friends in September, too. Greeting the newness, I look forward
seeing their beautiful and constructive mind soon!
-

From Mr. CS and Ms. Alyssa
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Dear Toddler Families,

We’re entering a new schoolyear and with it will come a new routine in the Toddler
Room. Within the next few weeks we’ll be changing up the classroom a bit to add more
practical life work; such as handwashing, dishwashing, and cloth washing activities. We
will also introduce some activities that allow the toddlers to care for our environment,
including flower arranging and some glass and wood polishing work. Additionally, we’re
going to start having a communal lunchtime where the toddlers will be involved in
setting the tables and serving themselves. This will include the use of glass dishware to
allow the toddlers the opportunity to experience real objects that require careful
handling. Our aim is to create a beautiful environment where the toddlers can find
satisfaction in doing purposeful work and, in doing so, learn how to care for themselves
and their environment with grace and courtesy. Instead of
themes, our learning topics will follow the seasons along
with the interests of the children. I will be sending out an email over the weekend to
explain these changes and others in greater detail.

This September we wish the best of luck to both Elias Sobolewski and Edie Steidl as they
make their way into Children’s House 2. We’re sad to see them leave the Toddler Room but
know that they’re going to have a wonderful time learning with the “big kids” in preschool!
We also welcome two new friends to the Toddler Room as Jack Ramsey and Cooper Koch
both join us from Ms. Abby’s room. Cooper and Jack have visited many times before so
they already fit right in!

We have one birthday to celebrate this September as Cooper Koch turns two
years old on September 21st. Happy birthday, Cooper!

As always, if you have any
questions or concerns you can
contact me anytime by email at
amanda@radiantmontessori.com. You can also
catch me at Radiant either by
phone or in person.

Thank you,
Ms. Amanda and Ms. Isabelle
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Hello!
It looks like our summer is coming to an end…. Where did the time go? This past
month the children in the transition room have been super busy. We have done fun
activities such as painting dinosaurs, dinosaur eggs, making “monster” cookies,
going on nature walks and much more! Some of the things that the children have
enjoyed has been helping their teachers clean around the classroom. Recently, the
children helped deep clean their tables and chairs as well as the infant room’s
buggy. They had a lot of fun using scrub brushes and a bin of soapy water to clean
up items in the classroom that they use every day.
With summer ending and the school year right around the corner, a few things will
differ from the summer program. One of these things is that we will no longer have
water day on Tuesdays. If your child has any water day materials in their cubbies,
please bring them home. If you have not already, please make sure that your child has a pair of indoor and outdoor
shoes with their initials or names on them. Many children have the same types of shoes and sometimes it gets difficult
to decipher whose shoes are which. Also, if any family has any extra plastic bags that
they do not need, the transition and toddler classroom would love to have them! We are
running low throughout the school and would appreciate them to put dirty clothes or
shoes in them.
For the month of September, the month’s theme is “All About Me”. We will be learning
and discussing about our bodies, five senses, emotions and our home lives. We will be
doing activities such as an emotion match up game, taste testing to try out the five basic
tastes, and a Simon says game to help identify different body parts.
As always, if you have any questions please email me at abby@radiant-montessori.com.
Thanks, and I hope you have a wonderful rest of your day!

Miss Abby, Miss Tosha, Miss Shelbie, Miss Lauren
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Hi Families,
In August we had a lot of fun playing
outside and making fruit projects and
even tasting some fruit.
In September we will be using eating
utensils and drinking from a cup,
developing pincer grasp, listening to
different sounds and using nesting cups.
Welcome to the infant room, Theodore.
We are excited to get to know you and
watch you grow. Happy first birthday to Kalea and Ava.
Dawn, Tahnee, and Amanda
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