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Center News
Summer plans
Now that the weather is getting warmer, it’s time to start thinking about summer 2020! Those of you who have children
old enough to be headed off to Kindergarten in fall 2020 should have gotten an email from Ms. Annie about summer and
fall plans. If you have not received the email or have not yet responded, please reach out to Ms. Annie ASAP.
Also, if your child’s schedule will be changing at all over the summer, please let Ms. Annie know ASAP as well. It is
extremely important that we have accurate rosters going into spring so that we can plan and staff appropriately for
summer!

Butter Braids Fundraiser
Did you know that it costs Radiant about $2,500 each summer to do all the fun on-site special events, visitors, and
activities?! While we could just add an additional ‘summer events’ fee, we feel that doing a fundraiser is a better way to
raise money for these events. The other nice thing about doing the Butter Braid Fundraiser is that your family gets
something out of the deal, too (besides your child participating in some awesome activities this summer!). Who doesn’t
love a yummy butter braid?! Butter Braids basically sell themselves; you just have to put the word out. To make it even
easier this year, the fundraising company has set up ONLINE ORDERING! A link to our online ordering page will be
emailed out to the parents of each family and you can use that link to share the fundraiser with your family, friends,
neighbors, and co-workers. More details will be emailed out on March 9th (the start of the sale).

St. Patrick’s Day
Our classrooms will be having fun St. Patrick’s Day themed activities throughout the day! Don’t forget to wear green! We
might even get a visit from a sneaky leprechaun!

Spring Break
The local public schools in the area are quickly approaching spring break season! While Radiant doesn’t take a spring
break, we understand that many of our students have older siblings or parents who work in the school districts that may
be taking vacations during this time. If your child will be out of school at all over the course of the next two months,
please make sure to let us know!

The Giving Tree
We are so fortunate to have parents who come to us and ask if there are items they can donate to their child’s
classroom or the school. Anything from extra clothes, shoes, toys, baking items, classroom materials, drawing paper…
the list goes on! Over the next few weeks, we are going to be “growing” a Giving Tree at the end of the hallway outside
the Large Motor Room for all the classrooms to put “wishlist” items on. This way if you want to donate or have some of
the items lying around your house, you and your child can pick a leaf from their classroom (or even a different room if
you'd like) and donate that item!

Yoga and Soccer Shots
We have new sessions of Yoga and Soccer Shots starting soon! Check out the information in the lobby if you would like
to register!

Radiant

Montessori Newsletter

March 2020

New faces are taking us to great places!
We are very lucky to have a few new faces on staff at Radiant! Please take a moment to introduce yourself when you see
them! We are very excited to have them as a part of the Radiant family!

Desiree
Ms. Desiree (Dez) joined the Radiant team in the beginning of February. She is working in Children’s House 1 alongside
Ms. Sarah and Ms. Grace R. and she will be working 8:15am – 5:15pm Monday – Friday. Ms. Desiree is originally from
Texas and has worked with children before in a before and after school setting.

Mikaela
Ms. Mikaela is our newest float teacher and will be working from 8:00am – 5:00pm Monday – Friday. She will typically
be starting her day in the infant room until Ms. Husna arrives, then she will spend some time in toddlers with Ms.
Amanda and Ms. Alyssa before going to Children’s House 1 while Ms. Sarah and Ms. Desiree take their breaks. She will
also be spending the afternoons in Children’s House 2 with Ms. Bawani and Ms. Michelle after Ms. Julie leaves for the
day.

Martina
Ms. Martina just recently joined our Infant room staff on March 5th. She will be working 11:00am – 6:00pm Monday –
Friday covering breaks for Ms. Dawn, Ms. Shyla, and Ms. Husna, as well as helping out at the end of the day. We are very
excited to have a permanent person in this position so the babies have consistency in their teachers!

Olivia
Ms. Olivia will be joining our Transition room team alongside Ms. Abby, Ms. Sofie, and Ms. Bao. She will be working
8:00am – 5:00pm Monday – Friday starting March 16th. She and her husband are moving to the Maple Grove area from
Fargo, North Dakota.
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Children’s House One
In February we really had a focus on Geography. We discussed the
countries of Asia and spent some time talking about land and water
forms. The Asian Map has been a big hit with the students, and the kids
have done a great job learning the names of the largest countries on
this continent. We talked about 4 different land and water forms
including lakes, islands, capes, and bays. We traded out the language
work from last month for some new words, and continued expanding
our understanding of vowel sounds. Finally, for the kids who breezed
right through addition and showed interest, we started introducing
subtraction. Their grasp of numbers and qualities is truly amazing!

We've also been spending some time reviewing the use of our sensorial
materials. It's been fun to introduce these materials to our new friends
and increase the understanding students who have been here for a
while. It's helping to create more focused students.

Next month we will be learning about the continent of Europe - both
countries and cultures. We will also learn about the life cycles of
frogs, turtles, and fish. Finally, we welcomed Leo Snider from the
Toddler room to our classroom. It should be an exciting month!

Ms. Sarah, Ms. Grace, and Ms. Dez
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Children’s House Two
Hello families,
We have had a wonderful February! We had a number of special days to celebrate:
Valentine’s Day, President's Day, and the Chinese New Year. We talked about these days
as well as had special projects for them.
We have been very busy in the class with lots of learning. All of the children are taking on
number work at their own individual level. Our older friends are helping our younger
friends with their new skills.
This gives our older friends a chance to be leaders and revisit past lessons. We have
continued to discuss our maps and work with them. We have continued with daily sound
and reading lessons. Our older friends enjoy the opportunity to read to younger friends. It is so wonderful to witness the
pride of our older friends as they get to read to another friend. We are switching gears with the older friends; now that
they are reading independently, we are working on writing more independently.
This is a different skill and some find it more challenging than others. Other
friends are practicing writing letters and numbers...slowly and carefully. With all
challenges in our class, we teachers are here to support them as they tackle new
skills. The younger friends have been working on basic skills such as number
counting (one to one correspondence), number order, basic sound work,
pronouncing words correctly, expanding
vocabulary, holding a pencil, using scissors, and
using materials correctly and carefully, etc. The
Montessori classroom is never a dull place!
In March, we will be studying about St. Patrick and the beginning of the season of spring.
On the 17th of March, the children may wear green for St. Patrick’s Day followed by
fascinating theme work and colorful art projects.
Geography concludes learning about the regions of the USA and exploring the continent of
South America. If anyone has items such as pictures, souvenirs or
ornaments at home that represent landmarks in the US or the
continent of South America that you would like your child to share with friends, please feel free to
send them to school. In addition to that, the children will also learn about the planet Earth, seasons
of the year, weather and the classification of land, water, and air. Furthermore, types of flowers, life
cycle of a bean plant, parts of a fish, how bees pollinate trees, and food sources will be also focused
on during this period of time. In addition to all of the above subjects, we would like to begin
introducing artists and composers/musicians from different eras. In March, we will study Pablo
Picasso as the Artist, Beethoven as the composer, and explore Dr. Seuss. There are a wide variety of
interesting and knowledgeable books available in school that the children can read to understand
the subject contents further in the month of March.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at bawani@radiant-montessori.com should you have any questions or concerns.
Ms. Bawani, Ms. Julie & Ms. Michelle
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Children’s House Three

Hello Casa 3 families,
February was the second month after January. However, it was a
new-beginning month in the East Asian culture. Welcoming the February
new moon, the classroom explored and celebrated the New Year of East
Asia (known as Chinese New Year) with interesting pictures and stories.
The classroom explored and celebrated the New Year of East Asia with
cultural pictures and stories. The event brought the children an
understanding of cultural diversity that helps them embrace differences
and diversity. With these experiences, they will see the world with
appreciation of diversity around them. By embracing difference and
diversity, the children will have a wider cultural spectrum to see the
world, develop an appreciation of the variety surrounding them, and become thankful for these blessings and gifts.
I planned to start our works from the basic cornerstone in the area of respect, compassion, social manners, and love. I
want to equip the children with some fundamental “keys” to solve problems and open
“doors” into a new level of development. The keys were demonstrated to make and
strengthen relationships with others, how to use words gently, how to use knowledge
and manners, how to use their own body carefully, and how to make a constructive
community. This social and self-construction cannot be built in a day. However, the
children understood why they need to embody the norm and etiquette through
presentations and needs o
 f others (or groups) in the mixed age groups. I believe that
they will be i ndependent beings that can navigate and solve the world with confidence
when they equip themselves with the basic keys.
The class also had diverse
conversations to have a “window frame” to see the world
gratefully and r espectfully. Thus, all surroundings, even a small
thing, is to be treated as gifts a nd not taken for granted. For
kindergarteners, work-cycles included multiplication, division,
4-digits addition and subtraction, counting up to 100, fractions,
word-writing, and reading. And for new phase-in children,
various care of self and care of environment presentations were
given.
Our work cycles have been fulfilled with diverse achievements
in all areas. We will focus more on language in March, especially reading and writing. The classroom will also have
spring-theme works such as parts of the flower and plants, the life of the bee, the life cycle of the mantis, and the cycle
of water. I look forward to seeing their refreshed mind from winter to spring. We will also celebrate Dr. Seuss during the
first week.
- Mr. CS, Ms. Shomalie, and Ms. Regina
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Toddler Room

Parents,
Happy March! We have almost made it through winter with spring right around the
corner!
In the Month of March we have one birthday to celebrate, Ms. Amanda's!
As we welcome this new month, we are saying goodbye
to our friend Leo S as he transitions into Preschool. We
are also welcoming two new friends into our class, Miles
and Levi!
During the month of February we explored community
helpers. We looked at firefighters, dentists, doctors, and
police officers. We also learned about the letters P, Q,
and R, the number 6, the heart shape, and the color pink.
We want to thank you for helping us have a fun Valentine's Day party; the donations and
fun gifts for friends made for an extra special day at school!
In the month of March, we kick off by celebrating Dr. Seuss week! Following that we will
explore different forms of transportation including cars, trucks, planes, trains, boats, cranes, and dump trucks. This
month we will also learn about the rectangle shape, the color purple, and the letters S, T, and U.
In March, we would like to try something new in regards to parent involvement. We love to hear and see the kiddos
excited to take home and share with you all what they have learned at school. We are going to start a library book
sign-up sheet in hopes of bringing learning home and sharing to school. If you choose to participate, we would love for
you (as a family) to go to a local library and bring to school the books you found and read together. Please limit the
books to 5 or less.
Last but not least, a quick reminder: please continue to
remind your toddler about our door safety - "teacher
touch" or "mom/dad touch only." We love what we have
been hearing and seeing from everyone so thank you!
-

Ms. Alyssa and Ms. Amanda
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Transition Room

Hello!
Happy March! This past month we have been
learning all about community helpers that
help us out in our daily lives. We talked about
firefighters, doctors, dentists, and police
officers. Some of our favorite activities have
been learning about crawling underneath
pretend fires, finding "bad" guys in the school
hallways, and learning how to brush our teeth
properly. We also focused on quite a few
Montessori lessons and our favorite was
learning about pouring water from pitcher to
pitcher. The children's concentration was so
amazing when we introduced this lesson and
worked on it for several minutes at a time.
Starting this month, we are going to focus on a different social skill each month
and hope that you can encourage your child to practice this skill at home. We will start by focusing on taking turns.
Sharing for toddlers is a hard concept to learn but we are working really hard on taking turns especially when it comes to
waiting our turn with toys. To help with this at home, we'd love for you to demonstrate for your child how to take turns,
show them what to do while they wait for their turn, and help discourage them from taking things from others. You can
also overemphasize and praise when you see them waiting patiently for their turn to help them solidify their
understanding of the skill.
We will also be learning about different types of vehicles such as cars, trucks, construction vehicles, and boats. We have
a lot of fun activities planned such as car and boat races, knocking down construction towers, and painting with tires!
As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me or email me at abby@radiant-montessori.com.
Thank you so much and I hope you have a wonderful day!
Ms. Abby, Ms. Sofie, and Ms. Bao
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Infant Room
Hi families,

Welcome to March. Here in the infant room we are ready for some nice spring weather!
We can't wait to get some fresh air and maybe some outside time. In February we
started learning about opposites. We will continue with
opposites in March, as well as celebrate St Patrick's Day with
some fun activities and explore some new sensory activities.

Our Montessori lessons this month are:
Practical Life - crushing paper
Cognitive - finding covered objects
Motor - putting shapes into holes
Social - joining a rhythm
Language - retrieving a hidden object
Sensory - experiencing warm and cold
In February, Eddie moved to the Transition
room and this month Ellison will join him.
Welcome to our new baby, Marcie. We look
forward to getting to know her and her
family. And finally, happy belated first
birthday to Hannah!

Thanks. Have a great rest of the day!
Ms. Dawn, Ms. Shyla, and Ms. Husna

